
Passive voice 

 

   1. Passive is a voice, NOT a tense.  

Voice shows whether the subject of a sentence performs or receives the action. 

• Active Voice: The subject does the action. 

    The chef cooks the meal. 

• Passive Voice: The subject receives the action. 

    The meal is cooked. 

 

 

   2. Voice vs Tense 

• Tense tells when something happens (past, present, future). 

• Voice tells who does the action (active) or who receives it (passive). 

      You can have any tense in either active or passive voice. 

 



 

   3. How Passive Voice is Formed 

The passive is always made using 2 language items: 

 

Does this mean passive is in the past? Does the past participle show past? 

No. 

Passive voice indicates the subject DID NOT perform the action by using “to be” and a 

“past participle”. So it “borrows” the past participle to show voice, but does not express 

past time.  

 

To form the passive in different tenses we conjugate the verb “to be” part of the passive 

formula.  

So, “see” becomes “is seen”, while “saw” becomes “was seen”, and will see becomes 

“will be seen”: 

 



 

 

 

 



 

   4. Main Uses of the Passive 

1. Focus on the object rather than the subject: 

    The Mona Lisa was painted in 1503. (Who did it isn't important here.) 

 

2. The subject is unknown: 

    My wallet was stolen. (We don’t know who did it.) 

 

3. General truth or procedure: 

    English is spoken worldwide. 

 

4. Formal or scientific writing: 

    The data were collected over three weeks. 

 



 

   5. Variations & Special Cases 
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